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UNCLE WIGGILY PLAYS STOREKEEPER 

1. One day, when Uncle Wiggily was hopping 
around looking for an adventure, he reached the 
hollow stump school. It was recess time, and some 
of the animal children had set up a play store. "Oh, 
Uncle Wiggily, please buy something!" begged 
Baby Bunty. "What have you?" asked the bunny. 
"Some lovely mud tarts," grunted Floppy Twistytail. 
"But you must only make believe eat them, you 
know!” 


Gunston & The Book Bunnies 


ARAY 
A » Za) : ~ 
yi ti pA Vin A 
fin es nh 


2. Uncle Wiggily looked at the tarts and pies made 
of mud, and at the piles of stones on the board- 
counters of the play store. "I'd buy some carrots if 
you had any," he said. "But what are the stones 
for?" Jackie Bow Wow said they pretended the 
stones were eggs. Just then the school bell rang 
and the animal children ran. "Please mind the store 
for us until we come out," begged Baby Bunty of 
Uncle Wiggily.” 
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3. "Hum! This is a pretty turn of affairs!" chuckled 
Uncle Wiggily, as he stood behind the counter of 
the play store. "Those little tykes didn't give me a 
chance to say no. Well, I'll 'tend store for them a 
little while." "Just then along came Mrs. Twistytail, 
the pig lady. "Can't | sell you a pie, or tart?" asked 
the bunny. The pig lady was hungry, so she bought 
a tart, thinking it was real, and began to eat.” 
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4. "Oh, Uncle Wiggily! What is this?" squealed the 
pig lady as she took a large bite of the tart she had 
bought at the play store. "It tastes just like mud!" 
She made a funny face and held what was left of 
the tart out to the bunny gentleman. "Oh, | beg your 
pardon!" cried Uncle Wiggily. "| should have told 
you the tarts were made of mud, and were only to 
be eaten in make-believe fashion! I'm sorry!” 
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5. Mrs. Twistytail washed the mud out of her mouth 
at a nearby brook and then went waddling on her 
way. She couldn't help laughing at the joke, and 
Uncle Wiggily also laughed. Then the bunny 
gentleman fell asleep behind the counter of the play 
store. Along came the Bad Fox and Wolf. "Now's 
our chance!" whispered the Wolf. "Yes, we can 
nibble his ears while he's asleep," growled the 
Fuzzy Fox.” 
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6. Just as the Fox and Wolf were going to nibble the 
sleeping bunny's ears, Uncle Wiggily awakened. 
"Oh!" he cried, as he saw the bad chaps. "Do you 
want to buy some tarts?" asked Uncle Wiggily. The 
Fox and Wolf, surprised at the sudden awakening of 
the rabbit, didn't know what to do. But the Fox 
stammered: "Ye-ye-les!" We-we'll try your tarts." He 
thought he could nibble ears later on.” 
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7. "Here is a tart for each of you," said Uncle 
Wiggily politely, as he handed out the mud pastry 
the animal children had made for their play store. 
"You don't need to pay me any money for them, 
either," went on the bunny, twinkling his pink nose 
and pretending to be very brave. "This is very kind 
of you," whined the Wolf, and he could not keep his 
eyes away from Uncle Wiggily's ears. "Very kind 
indeed!” 
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8. Into their mouths the Fox and Wolf popped the 
tarts Uncle Wiggily handed them. "Oh wow!" 
suddenly cried the Fox, giving a jump up in the air. 
"These tarts are nothing but gritty mud!" The Wolf, 
having taken a big bite of his tart, also cried out: 
"Double Wow!" he yelled. "My teeth are filled with 
mud!" The bunny laughed "Ha! Ha! Ho! Ho! Of 
course the tarts are mud! This is only a play store!” 
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9. Before the Fox and Wolf, made as they were, 
could jump at Uncle Wiggily, the bunny caught up 
the make-believe eggs from the counter and threw 
them at the bad chaps. And as the pretend eggs 
were hard stones, the Fox and Wolf ran away, 
crying, "Wow! Wow!" as the rocks banged their 
noses. "Oh, hurray! Uncle Wiggily kept our store 
safely for us while we were in school!" cried the 
animal children.” 
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And if the umbrella doesn't tickle itself in the ribs, 

and laugh so much that the door mat tries to jump 

in through the key hole, the next pictures and story 
will be about uncle wiggily and the bad chaps. 


UNCLE TOOK A ROLLING RIDE WITH THE JOLLY 
MOUSE GIRLS BY HIS SIDE. THE SKEE WAS FOOLED 
AND THE OLD BAZUMPUS, AND THEY ALL GOT 
AWAY FROM THE AWFUL RUMPUS. 
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UNCE WIGGILY FOOLS THE BAD CHAPS 


1. "My dear Mrs. Longtail," said Uncle Wiggily to 
the mouse lady, as he called on her one morning, 
"will you kindly lend Nurse Jane a wash tub?’ Hers 
leaks." Mrs. Longtail said: "You may take mine; | 
shall not be washing until the middle of the week." 
Uncle Wiggily was much obliged and, putting his 
hat firmly on his head, he got ready to carry the 
mouse lady's wash tub to Nurse Jane Fuzzy Wuzzy, 
his muskrat lady housekeeper. "Oh, may we 
come?" squeaked Jollie and Jillie, and the bunny 
said they might.” 
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2. Uncle Wiggily, with the two mousie children to 
help him carry the tub, started off. They had not 
gone very far, however, before, all of a sudden, 
Jollie looked back and cried: "Oh, Uncle Wiggily! 
Here comes the Pipsisewah after us! What shall we 
do?" Uncle Wiggily said the only thing they could 
do was to run as fast as they could, which they did, 
carrying the tub. "When we get to the top of the hill, 
just ahead of us," said Uncle Wiggily, "perhaps | 
can think of a plan to fool the bad, old, chasing 
Pipsisewah!” 


17 


Gunston & The Book Bunnies 


Wide 
Be a ps ava a: 


a a! 
RT t 
¢ Gunston Trust 


3. Faster and faster came the Pipsisewah. "Oh, we 
shall never get away from him!" squeaked Jillie, the 
little mousie girl, and she was almost going to let 
go her hold on the tub. "Uncle Wiggily will save us; 
won't you?" asked brave Jollie. "Yes, | will!" 
exclaimed the bunny rabbit gentleman. And by 
running very fast, they reached the top of the hill 
before the Pip. "Get into the tub and we'll roll 
down!" cried the bunny, and they did. The hill was 
so steep and stony that the Pip did not dare slide 
down. Oh, but he was mad!” 
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4.It was rather a bumpy ride down the hill in the 
wash tub for Uncle Wiggily and the mouse children, 
but at last they reached the bottom Safely. Uncle 
Wiggily's hat was somewhat crushed and _ his 
clothes were mussed. "But it's better than being 
caught by the Pip," said the bunny gentleman, as 
Jillie and Jollie started to help him carry the tub 
again. Just then Jollie looked back and cried: "Here 
comes the Skeezicks!" Sure enough, there he was, 
coming by leaps and bounds. "We must run again!" 
said Uncle Wiggily. "Come on!” 
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5. Keeping a tight hold of the tub, Uncle Wiggily ran 
on with Jollie and Jillie. The Skee ran fast, crying: 
"Wait! Wait! | want to get some souse!" But did 
Uncle Wiggily wait? | guess not! Just ahead he saw 
a smooth, grassy hill. "We'll coast down that 
instead of rolling in the tub," the bunny gentleman 
told the mouse children. And, reaching the hill top, 
they got in the tub and began to go down. The 
Skee was just going to chase after them, but he 
stubbed his toe so hard on a stone that he had to 
sit down and rest.” 
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6. It was a real, jolly coast the two mousie children 
had down the grassy hill with Uncle Wiggily. But, no 
sooner had they reached the bottom, than the 
Squiggle Bugs cried: "Here comes the Bazumpus!" 
Surely enough, on came the bad chap. "Dear me!" 
said Uncle Wiggily. "It seems that everyone is after 
my souse today. We must run again!" But Jollie and 
"Jillie were so tired they could not run any more, so 
Uncle Wiggily put them in the tub and carried them. 
On came the bad old Bazumpus. How can Uncle 
Wiggily escape?” 


21 


Gunston & The Book Bunnies 


il art Pl 


7. Uncle Wiggily could not run so fast when he had 
to carry the tub and the mouse children also, and 
soon he became very tired. The Bazumpus was still 
coming on. Just ahead of him Uncle Wiggily saw a 
pond of water. "| Know what I'll do," said the bunny, 
as he saw the Bazumpus turn his head backward 
for amoment. "I'll hide under the tub with Jollie and 
Jillie, and put my crutch in the water. The 
Bazumpus will think we have swum over." Up came 
the bad chap. "They have escaped!" he said, as he 
saw the floating crutch.” 
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8. Uncle Wiggily and the mice children kept very 
still and quiet under the tub while the Bazumpus 
was near. But finally they heard him say: "Yes, they 
must be on the other side of the pond now. This 
empty tub is of no use to me. I'm going home." 
Then he turned away, and Uncle Wiggily and Jollie 
and Jillie crawled out from under the tub. Jillie got 
Uncle Wiggily's crutch, and they were just going to 
travel on again, when the mouse girl cried: "Oh, 
here comes the Crozokus! He's worse than the 
Bazumpus!” 
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9. There was only one thing for Uncle Wiggily to do 
and he did it. Quickly he put the tub into the pond. 
Then he stuck his crutch up in it for a mast and 
fastened on his red handkerchief for a sail. "Get in!" 
cried the bunny gentleman. They did. Uncle Wiggily 
shoved off with a tree branch, with which, 
afterward, Jollie steered the wash tub boat. And, 
just as they sailed out over the blue water, along 
came the Crozokus. Oh, how he gnashed his teeth, 
for he could not swim an inch! And so Uncle 
Wiggily and the mice got away at last.” 
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And if the gold fish doesn't hide the rubber ball in 
the salt cellar, where the piano can't find it to 
play with, the next pictures and story will be 

about uncle wiggily's corn roast. 


THREE BAD CHAPS—ALL GROWLS AND SNAPS— 
TRIED TO CATCH THE BUNNY. BUT SOON THEY FLED- 
HEELS OVER HEAD! OH, IT WAS VERY FUNNY! 
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UNCLE WIGGILY'S CORN ROAST 


1. One day Uncle Wiggily called to Jackie Bow 
Wow, Billie Wagtail and to Baby Bunty: "Let's go 
over in the field and roast some ears of corn!" The 
three animal children thought this would be jolly 
good fun, so away they started with the dear old 
rabbit gentleman. "Now, children," said Uncle 
Wiggily, "I'll make the fire and you pull some ears 
from the shocks of corn to roast." So they did this. 
But wait!” 
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2. While Uncle Wiggily and his friend were getting 
ready to have a good time, the Alligator, the Bob 
Cat and the Fox met together. "| know how we can 
nibble that rabbit's ears," gargled the ‘Gator. 
"How?" asked the Fox. "We can hide in these little 
tents of corn stalks," said the ‘Gator, "and when 
they aren't looking, we'll jump out and catch Uncle 
Wiggily. "Good!" snarled the Bob Cat. "Fine!” 
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3. While Uncle Wiggily made the fire, and Jackie 
and Billie pulled off some ears of corn to roast, 
Baby Bunty wandered off a little way by herself. 
"Oh, what is this | see?" whispered the little rabbit 
girl to herself. She could hardly believe her eyes, as 
she saw the Bob Cat, the Alligator and the Fox 
hiding in the corn tents. "Oh, | must hop back and 
tell Uncle Wiggily," said Baby Bunty. "My 
Goodness!” 
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4. Back Hopped Baby Bunty to where Uncle 
Wiggily, Billie and Jackie were at their corn-roasting 
fire. "What's that you say?" cried Mr. Longears as 
he heard the news. "The bad chaps hiding in corn 
tents all around us? Ha! I'll fix them!" Looking 
about, Uncle Wiggily saw the Alligator's tail sticking 
out of one of the shocks of corn. "Ha, we'll tickle 
him with a little fire!" said the bunny. So they did.” 
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5. For a time the Alligator, hiding inside his corn 
tent, said nothing and did nothing. "Pretty soon the 
Fox, the Bob Cat and 1 will hop out and nibble 
some ears," thought the ‘Gator. Then, all of a 
sudden he began to feel very warm. "My!" he 
gurgled, "some one must have turned on the steam 
heat!" Then it got hotter and hotter. "Oh, my corn 
pile is on fire!" howled the Alligator. And out he 
flopped.” 
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. When the Alligator had been smoked out and 
had run away, Billie the goat boy hopped back 
home and found a big fire cracker that he had 
saved from the Fourth of July. "Look, Uncle 
Wiggily," whispered Billie, pointing, "the Fox is in 
that corn tent-—I can see his tail. Put the big fire 
cracker under him and blow him out!" The bunny 
uncle twinkled his pink nose. "I'll do just that!" he 
said” 
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7. Without the Fox knowing anything about it, the 
big fire cracker was shoved under his tent of corn. 
Then Uncle Wiggily lighted the fuse and he and the 
animal children waited. All of a sudden: "Bang! 
Bang!" Up in the air went the pile of corn. Up in the 
air went sailing the Fuzzy Fox. "Hold on! What's 
this?" cried the Fox. "| may have called for a 
taxicab, but not for an airship!" But on up he went!” 
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8. "Well, two of the had animals are out of the way," 
said Uncle Wiggily, as the Fox sailed off over the 
trees. "What shall we do about the Bob Cat?" 
Jackie Bow Wow said: "Let's dig a canal from the 
pond to the shock where the Bob Cat is, and the 
water will float him away." The bunny said this was 
a good idea. "After that we can roast our corn in 
peace," he said. So they began to dig a canal to the 
pond.” 
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9. Soon only a little bit of earth held back the water 
of the pond from the canal. Uncle Wiggily told the 
children to stand back. Then he dug away the last 
of the dirt. "Swish! Swosh!" Out rushed the water 
from the pond, washing away the Bob Cat, corn 
tent and all. "Oh, wow!" howled the bad chap, 
when he found himself drifting away. "We didn't get 
any ears!" And Uncle Wiggily danced for joy!” 
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THE END 
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Great respect to Howard R. Garis for 
creating such wonderful characters 
and great short stories for children and 
all ages to love. 


Let's not forget respect to Lansing 


"Lang" Campbell for beautiful 
) illustrations that bring the characters to 
life in this book. 


These books and illustrations show the 
true dedication and the love of the art, 
that cannot be repeated. 
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